
   

Commentary	  after	  writing	  a	  book	  about	  pro2iling	  all	  2016	  presidential	  
candidates	  

If  we can examine the “body politic” of  America regarding the 2016 
presidential election a few thoughts come to mind. There is one sentence 
that can be said by virtually everybody at all times! “Change is necessary.”  
The problem arises of  course, when we address who, what, where, how and 
when.  

It is an acknowledgment that change, is necessary. It is an,“awareness” — 
not a plan. This is not to say that a plan will not emerge or does not already 
exist. It is simply a recognition of  discontent and a need for change. 

Its safe to say that all candidates running for office begin with an assumption 
that change is necessary. Their electability and viability as candidates 
depends on their capacity to hold that idea, and at the same time elaborate it 
to the electric as a viable policy and a realistic solution to the discontent. 

In many cases it begins with the word you (not me). When that is the case it 
points to a direction away from personal responsibility and action.  It is 
always easier to be the “naysayer” then the “solution stater."  

Shakespeare in, Richard The Third Act 1, scene 1, 1–4 says,  

	 	 ”Now is the winter of  our discontent  
	 	 Made glorious summer by this son of  York; (Trump?), 
	 	 And all the clouds that low'r'd upon our house (America?).  
	 	 In the deep bosom of  the ocean buried. 
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A personal example of  the frustration that perhaps other candidates are 
feeling regarding Donald Trump, and his bombastic blitz on anyone who 
would question him and his remarks happened to me some years ago. 
I was the protégé of  Dr. S. I. Hayakawa (later United States Senator from 
California). In a radio interview about General Semantics and my 
relationship with Dr. Hayakawa, the interviewer asked me this question, 
”How does it feel to be the protégé, and in regular personal contact with 
such a great man?” 

It was one of  those moments when the raw truth slipped past filtered 
judgment. ”It gets very cold in the shadow.” I said. 
Shocked by my brutal honesty I quickly regained my composure, disregarded 
the stunned look, and talked about the insights and honor it represented to 
me. 

To the summer’s, “Also Rans,” I believe their hope for the fall will not just be 
the name of  the season but, the poll results for “The Donald” Juggernaut 
campaign. Clearly all of  prognostication underestimated this “flash in the 
pan!”  
He will either implode or explode, but what are you sure Mr. Trump is real? 
He is there, and moreover, he ain’t gonna go away! 

Policy reflects principle and underlying perceptions. The crowded collection 
of  “wannabes” is about to turn into a more focused, articulated group of  
contenders, telling us their views about what they don’t like and what they 
really want for America and the world. They will become the harbinger of  
hopes for many, as they present their varied solutions to America’s 
discontent. 

Like the campaign for the White House summer’s flamboyant styles will 
need to be replaced by autumn’s more somber and serious solutions. The 
candidates have all in their own way, said, “No” to what has been an 
unsuccessful or failed approaches at change. 

The nation has heard their “NO.”  
Another word will distinguishes them from the others aspirants in the 
presidential race when they add the letter W,  N-O-W. 
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NOW becomes the way out of  the shadows for other candidates.  It becomes 
a time when candidates distinguish themselves, with style, tactics and 
rhetoric as they address the issues and offer their answers.  

NO is the past. NOW foretells the future. If  the summer is any predictor of  
events… the autumn may turn out to be just as blistering and challenging for 
the gang, who would be president, as the long hot summer was. 

Barry A. Goodfield, Ph.D., ABFM 
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